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Woe to wicked Judas, Ordained Betrayer 
Mar 14:1-2, Mar 14:10-21 

Use RSV 

To The Village Church, March 12, 2006 

 

Main Idea:  

God’s sovereignty and human responsibility fully co-exist, so take comfort in what God 

the Father prepared for Christ on your behalf and how Christ took responsibility for you, 

and prepare for Him in your life. 

 

 

Meditation: 

  Judas 

   --Vassar Miller 

 

Always I lay upon the brink of love, 

Impotent, waiting till the waters stirred, 

And no one healed my weakness with a word; 

My heart, which, when the kiss of Mary wove 

His shroud, my tongueless anguish spurred 

To cool dissent, and which, each time I heard 

John whisper to Him, moaned, but could not move. 

 

While Peter deeply drowsed within love’s deep 

I cramped upon its margin, glad to share 

The sop Christ gave me, yet its bitter bite 

Dried up my ducts. Praise Peter, who could weep 

His sin away, but never see me where 

I hang, huge teardrop on the cheek of night. 

 

 

Post-Sermon Song Theme: Praise Jesus for being betrayed for my comfort. 

 

Benediction: 

May the comfort of God your Father’s total control make you, in nothing, terrified. 

 

Charge: 

Go forth, and prepare the good works for Jesus Christ in your life that have been prepared 

for you. 
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I. Who is Preparing this Passover Meal? 

A. Preparations 

1. We have reached Mark, chapter 14. Skipping ch 13 –give advertisement for it:  

• Olivet Discourse, about “The Last Days,” which generates enormous blog 

volume in Christians circles, and also, popular novels. 

• Talking about End Times chapter, will we be left behind? pre-trib, post-

rapture, millennium, Bible Code. Sound exciting?  

• Want to talk about that stuff? Come back in May. 

2. Today we are preparing for Passover. Today’s subject is preparation. We’re 

reading a passage here that is all about “preparation,” the idea of something being 

prepared: 

• The word for prepare appears three times in vv12-16.  

3. But it is not just that, there is something being prepared by everybody:  

• Judas, we see, is making preparations for the betrayal of Jesus. 

• The chief priests and Scribes are preparing to kill Jesus. 

• And Jesus seems to be making His own preparations. 

4. Preparation permeates this Passover passage…persistently, persuasively. 

 

B. Who prepared the room? 

1. Let’s start with a question: Who prepared the room for the Passover?...Who 

initiates the preparation proceedings? [Determine the ambiguity] 

2. They ask to prepare. And yet, Jesus seems to have already prepared this good 

work for them to walk in: 

• V13 –meeting the man with the jar of water—Is this Jesus’ foreknowledge? 

Mat 26:18 makes it seem not.  

• V14-else He had made preparations with the owner of the house.  

• This picture: “Make the preparations in the large, furnished, ready room that 

he will show you.” 

• He gives them a series of commands and, sure enough, as they go, the things 

are there for them to fulfill His commands. 

• In short, they asked (v12) to prepare for Him but He had already made larger 

preparations (v15) for them. 

3. V15 –So they prepare where He has already  prepared. 
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4. I invite you to see in these events a picture of all acts of service to Jesus Christ. 

His followers serve Him where He has already made the way for them to serve. 

Or as the Apostle Paul put it,  

• Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

5. Christ had ordained this, but the disciples were, at the same time, responsible for 

their actions. 

6. Some people reject this arrangement of reality as impossible, but it is something 

the Bible teaches over and over again without ever a shred of embarrassment. 

C. He involves us to reward us 

1. And what is behind this set-up tells us something about God. He does this to 

involve us in carrying out His will so that He can turn around and reward us.  

2. That is why Christians raise their hands sometimes when they sing: At some 

point, we just feel like  

• It’s all You. Even the things for which we are rewarded, are from You 

• Even those which seem to be our ideas, come from You. 

3. It is like little Easter Egg Hunt for those 2 year olds that they have. He hides the 

Eggs. He sets us in the right place at the right time. He guides us to find them. 

And then rewards us for finding them with a prize: “Good Job!” “Well done, thou 

good and faithful servant.”  

 

 

 

Now, that is the way it works on the positive side of things: We prepare for Him where 

He has already prepared for us. 
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II. Who is Preparing this Betrayal? 
But this passage teaches the same principle negatively: 

A. V21 –Who is responsible for betraying Jesus? 

1. Let me ask you a second question: Who is responsible for this betrayal of Jesus 

Christ? Who is preparing this Passover betrayal? 

2. Well, some other people are:  

• The first two verses tell us that the Jerusalem leaders were responsible for 

wanting Jesus killed but they needed some means of getting at Jesus under 

cover. 

• V1-There is “stealth” (RSV, ESV), treachery, evil involved.  

• Normally pop of Jerusalem was about 50,000. During feast-times it swelled to 

250,000. Many would be from Galilee, could be expected to side w/Jesus. So 

they had to do it somehow in secret. 

• The Jerusalem leaders have been trying for a number of chapters now to do 

this. Since Mar 11:18 (Luk 19:47), they have been seeking for some way to 

get rid of Him.  

3. And Judas is:  

• Judas provides the needed missing piece in v10. This follows an incident in 

which Judas is insulted, so there is definitely a pride active here. 

• V11-And greed. Novelists and movie-makers, in recent decades, like to make 

Judas out to be some kind of noble existentialist, a troubled soul who meant 

well. No folks. It was about money. Just follow the money. The pay-off isn’t a 

suggestion of the Leaders that Judas received as an afterthought. Especially 

Matthew
1
 makes it clear that Judas initiates the discussion of the price tag.  

• So the Christ was sold for the price of a slave,
2
 12 ounces of silver 

4. It is base. It is horrendous. And it is premeditated. 

5. If you don’t believe Mark, believe Judas himself. His actions after Jesus’ arrest 

show that he knew that he was responsible for a great crime, the greatest crime of 

all time. He found he couldn’t live with that. He went and committed suicide. 

6. So it was Judas. And yet, it was ordained… 

• V21 Jesus sets up an almost unbearable tension: “The Son of Man must go 

just as it has been written concerning Him…” These events are ordained. 

• V21 actually begins with a “because” (o[ti). The hand of the one dipping 

with me because this was ordained. God caused it. 

                                                 
1
 Mat 26:14-16. 

2
 Exo 21:32. 
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• So who is responsible for what happened? Judas? God?  Jesus clear answer is 

“Both.” 

• And Jesus does not lessen the terribleness of Judas’ sin. He doesn’t say, 

“Well, it’s ordained, Judas, don’t worry about it.” 

7. But Jesus sets up this antinomy on purpose, without embarrassment. 

B. The Intellectual Seam of God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility 

1. Now some people are really bothered by assertions like the one made by Jesus 

here, that God is sovereign over, and has ordained what is happening and, at the 

same time, the person performing what is happening is responsible for it. 

2. I like to call this an intellectual seam. A place where two assertions come together 

and yet it seems like they cannot both be true, and yet, they both must be. Our 

reason reaches a limit, a place beyond which it cannot take us. It is like a seam in 

a garment. It shows that there is a maker. 

3. No? When you look at a seam in the garment, that is when you remember, “Oh 

this was made.” The same is true when you see a seam in yourself, an intellectual 

seam in your world. Your proper response should be, “Oh, I’m made. My intellect 

is a tool given to me, not my ultimate master.”  

C. The Intellectual Tear in the secular worldview 

1. And if you say, “Ah, this is nonsense. No, I just cannot accept this teaching of the 

Bible,” you should realize something: That you have intellectual seams too. There 

are intellectual seams in every worldview.  

2. The only people who think that their minds are wearing a seamless garment are 

those who have not thought deeply enough about what they believe. 

3. If you don’t think so, just ask any tenured philosophy professor, from one of the 

top philosophy departments in the world, who you might just run into, especially 

if you are unplugging sound cables. Ask him if he thinks that is true. 

4. Do you think that you’re better off on this topic outside of Christianity? You are 

no better off. Let me show you what this seam looks like outside Christianity: 

5. Let’s say that you are a secularist. You don’t believe in any of this God stuff. 

You’re not a puppet, on strings, you’re free! Well let’s look at that: You arose 

simply from a process of natural selection operating on random genetic variation. 

In that case, you’re completely determined by 4.5 billion years of evolution. Your 

responses to all that happen to you are evolutionary vestiges, for no amount of 

natural selection can give you free will. Those responses are themselves really 

dependent upon the chemistry, and that on the physics. You are completely 

determined. 
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6. And yet you act like you have freedom of will. This is a contradiction, yet without 

a good explanation as to why. You know, Marvin Minsky, the MIT researcher in 

artificial intelligence would teach that our minds are just computers made out of 

meat:  

• Quote from Society of Mind, 306: “Everything that happens in our universe is 

either completely determined by what’s already happened in the past or else 

depends, in part, on random chance. Everything, including that which happens 

in our brains, depends on these and only on these: A set of fixed deterministic 

laws. A purely random set of accidents. There is no room on either side for 

any third alternative. 

He’s right. 

• “…But no one likes to feel controlled by something else…So, though it is 

futile to resist…we imagine a third alternative, one easier to tolerate; we 

imagine a thing called “freedom of will,” which lies beyond both kinds of 

constraint.” 

• He goes on to show how this is an illusion. The complexity of our minds 

deceives us into thinking that we have a free will, or a spirit, because of 

survival advantage.  

• Minski’s answer, and he is relentless in his logic, is that it has got to be an 

illusion, created by our mind to help its various systems function together.  

• Is that reasonable enough to live by? Can you really live as if that is true? That 

is not a seam. That is a veritable rip. 

7. All worldviews have seams. The difference is that in Christianity, there are seams 

where you would expect there to be seams. Seams in garments show that there is a 

Maker of the garment. 

8. At least have an explanation for why these two assertions by Jesus in v21, that 

seem to conflict, might be true at the same time, indeed must be. When you are 

talking about God Who is infinite, interacting with a finite world, you would 

expect seams of intellectual paradox. 

9. In fact, it seems to me—and here I invite you to our QA time after the service, 

you can come and argue me—I contend that any place within Christianity that 

you have an intellectual seam, outside, say in secularism, you must live with a 

veritable tear in the fabric of your thought, one that you cannot live by, and so 

cannot live with. How shabby is your intellectual apparel outside of Christ? 

D. Other Examples for QA: 

1. The problem of Evil. The Trinity vs. the problem of the One and the Many. 
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III. The Comfort and Challenge of Divine Preparation 
But if you can receive Jesus’ teaching here, in v21, you are offered a comfort and a 

challenge. 

A. Jesus marched through this betrayal 

1. Does it help to know, even if people have caused what you are going through, that 

God has prepared it for you? He hasn’t forgotten you. Even if people are 

responsible, He, who loves you, has prepared the situation you are in. 

2. Jesus acted for you. Christ was not unexpectedly dragged to death by the violence 

of His enemies. He walked to it under the providence of the Father. 

3. In fact, the reason he has the Passover prepared this way, with only two disciples 

doing it and the rest not knowing where it was being held until they arrived there, 

could be because, you realize, he is managing Judas at this point. He has to act 

while rubbing shoulders with his traitor. He wants to institute the Last Supper 

with His disciples BEFORE the betrayal. So maybe He is doing this to keep Judas 

in the dark, I don’t know. 

4. In any event, Jesus was faithful to what God prepared. Not “fate.” This is 

important to know. The crucifixion was an act of obedience. Jesus was faithful to 

God’s preparation. Why? 

B. Jesus got betrayed to encompass your experience 

1. Betrayal is a common human experience. We don’t always admit it, but we feel 

betrayed by folks a lot, and are betrayed at times. When you feel that the situation 

in your life is not what it should have been. And usually, the blame involves 

someone else’s failure of you or wrongdoing.   

2. But you’re probably not being betrayed to be killed. Mark’s audience had it 

worse. They were in an environment that promoted betrayal of Christians, that 

fostered it. Christians were being sacrificed in awful ways by the Emperor 

(64AD). Someone had to be turning each of them in. So whenever you have a 

situation like the one in Rome in the early 60s, you have serious betrayal as a 

common part of life. 

3. But even as bad as you have it, and even as bad as Mark’s audience had it, Jesus 

had it worse: v10-Judas was one of the twelve!  

4. V17-It comes out at this private Passover dinner Jesus set up for the twelve.
3
 

Makes the betrayal worse. 

                                                 
3
 It is hard to decide if Judas was present for the institution of the Last Supper and partook with them. 

Calvin admits: “Yet I do not deny that it is probable that Judas was present, when Christ distributed to his 

disciples the symbols of his flesh and blood. Hendricksen thinks that it is not necessary to believe that. 

Maybe not with Mar 14 and  Mat 26:17-30, but Luk 22:7-23 sure makes it seem like Judas was present 
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• Psa 41:9 A Psalm of David. Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who 

shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me. 

• Judas must have asked the question also, along with everyone else: “Surely it 

isn’t me, Lord.” So while everyone else was self-doubting, Judas was lying 

through his teeth. 

5. Jesus cooperated with the plan to comfort you in your situations. When you, 

yourself, are betrayed, you usually have to admit, it wasn’t as bad as this. 

Whatever you are going through in your relationships, you never gave as Jesus 

gave to Judas Iscariot. Completely giving your heart to someone, and in complete 

innocence, having him hand you over to wicked people to kill you. 

6. Don’t you see?  Jesus marched through this betrayal so that He could fully suffer 

all that you might suffer, to encompass your pain. You always have Someone 

Who understands what you are going through. 

7. That is the comfort. But there is also a challenge. Mark wanted them to know this 

in their suffering. Jesus didn’t suffer for you so that you would never have to 

suffer, but so that you would be able to suffer and have hope, even joy. To be able 

to walk through the suffering in this life. You never have to walk alone, but you 

do need to walk. 

8. And so He always knows how you feel. But more, He did it to be able to promise 

you that, even in what you are going through, your loss will be restored.  

C. Christ was responsible to walk in God’s providence for you 

1. For ultimately, Jesus had to be betrayed because humanity’s betrayal of God has 

been so complete. 

2. A few weeks ago, in a sermon about the truest moment in history, Jesus’ entrance 

into Jerusalem on a donkey, we imagined together how it could have been 

different. But then it couldn’t have been different. It could have been if the world 

had not sunk so deeply into our betrayal of God. It couldn’t have been different 

because it had. 

3. If you understand that God prepared it out of love for you, it delivers the 

challenge and the comfort. 

4. Calvin: “Never are we fully confirmed in the result of the death of Christ, till we 

are convinced that he was not accidentally dragged by men to the cross, but that 

the sacrifice had been appointed by an eternal decree of God of expiating the sins 

of the world.” 

                                                                                                                                                 
after the Lord’s Supper is instituted. You would have to say that Luke just listed what happened at the 

dinner, without attention to order. Joh 13:21-30 doesn’t cover the institution of the Supper, but notes how 

Judas left as soon as (v27) he received the dipped morsel, which argues that he wasn’t there for the Lord’s 

Supper.  
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5. As the early Christians said to the Jerusalem leaders in Act 2:23 after the fact, 

“This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge…”  

6. For they knew that we obtain reconciliation because the Father’s preparation of 

this cup for Jesus was the answer to all their wrongs as well. 

 

D. Be responsible to God’s will in what God has prepared in your life 

1. So the comfort is that God prepared even this, the worst of human relationship 

experiences, for you.  

2. And the challenge is the same thing. If God did that, can you believe that God’s 

preparation of what you are going through is born of love for you?  

3. Can you be faithful to Him then in your situation? Be responsible to God’s will in 

what God has prepared in your life? 

4. Be faithful to Christ in your situation, by looking to Him, the author and finisher 

of our faith. 

 

 

E. Communion Prayer 

1. Father,  

• We can look and see an intellectual seam in our experience. And it reminds us 

that you are our maker. 

• You are sovereign over all things. Act 4:28 (In addressing God in prayer, the 

disciples pray) “They [those Who killed Jesus] did what Your power and will 

had decided beforehand should happen…” 

2. Jesus,  

• Psa 109:5 “They repay me evil for good, and hatred for my friendship…” 

• You were sold, and sold cheap, yet in that selling You bought us back. As you 

were sold, salvation was bought. You were sold for the price of a slave, and in 

that you set us free! 

3. Spirit,  

• Jesus ate calmly with your betrayer. You were patiently aware of your enemy 

at your own table. 

• reward us for walking in the works of God. 
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